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all the requirements of its workers. All it succeeded in
doing was to eke out miserable rations which grew
ever more scanty as the months went by. In thickly
populated towns it was impossible to procure such bare
necessities as clothes, salt, sugar, coal, wood, etc.
Repeated reverses of this kind at length made it
clear to Lenin that he would have to move back a
step. 'What it comes to/ he confessed, cis this: the big
cities and industrial centres were never in such a
terrible situation as they are now, under this proletariat
dictatorship.5
The party, after the defeat of the German Spartacists
and the Jew-Communists of Buda-Pesth, began to realize
that world-revolution was not one of to-morrow's
fixtures. Lenin who exhibited a strange combination of
the fierce, uncompromising prophet dreaming on things
to come, with the practical, common-sense realist who
took in all the needs of the moment, succeeded, in the
teeth of strenuous opposition on Trotsky's part, in se-
curing the adoption by the tenth party congress of a
new economic policy, which, after its own initials, came
to be known as the 'N.E.P.'
The Nep, which took many of the stricter Bolsheviks
by surprise, harked back to a limited and controlled sort
3f capitalism. There was to be an end of rationing, and
to confiscation, markets were to be re-opened, small
producers were to be free to sell their goods.
This was to go retrograde with a vengeance, a very
palpable rebuff! But Lenin understood that, if these
concessions had not been granted, the Bolsheviks would
aever have remained in power, and he sacrificed strict
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